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who was within an ace of capturing the capital, fell,
and involved his country in his fall, before the growing
might of Servia.

It had long been evident that sooner or later the
Serbs and Bulgarians would fight for the hegemony
of the Balkans, and the domestic differences, which
sprang up between the two courts owing to Michael's
shameful  treatment  of his  Serb  consort, were  the
occasion   rather   than   the   cause   of   the   collision.
Michael formed  a  league  of  Greeks,  Roumanians,
and   Bulgarians   against   the   Serb   King   Stephen
Uros  III.,  and  boasted  that he would set up his
throne in his rival's land.    But the Serbs fell upon
his army unawares at Velbuzcl, the present Kostendil,
on June 28, 1330, a day still remembered with sorrow
by patriotic Bulgarians ; Michael's forces were routed,
and the Czar fell from his horse and was slain on the
spot.    When next morning the nobles were shown
by the victor the corpse of their sovereign, they burst
into tears.    And well they might; for the might of
the  Bulgarian  Empire  had   fallen   for   ever.     The
Serb monarch abstained, indeed, from annexing the
country; but Dusan, his successor, who had shared
the victory with him, reduced the Bulgarian govern-
ment to complete dependence.   For sixty years more,
Bulgaria continued to retain her Czars of Sisman's
stock, but from the battle of Velbuzd to the death
of Dusan in  1356 they were content to  follow the
policy of Servia, with whose ruler they were closely
connected by ties of marriage.    Dusan even added
the title of " Czar of the Bulgarians" to his other
attributes,  and  when  the  war   broke  out  between